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t  the  crossroadsIt was in March 2010 that the European Annals of Otorhino-
aryngology Head Neck Diseases, an English-language version of
he Annales Franc¸ aises d’Oto-Rhino-Laryngologie et de Pathologie
ervico-Faciale ﬁrst appeared, on the Internet. The Annales is the
escendant of one of the oldest European journals, Les Maladies
e l’Oreille et du Larynx,  fruit of a merger between the Annales
’Otolaryngologie et de Chirurgie Cervico-Faciale and the Journal
ranc¸ ais d’ORL, the Cahiers d’ORL and the Revue (formerly, Bulletins)
e la Société Franc¸ aise d’ORL (Fig. 1). This was the outcome of the
fforts of Frédéric Chabolle, then general secretary of the Société
ranc¸ aise d’Otorhinolaryngologie, and the editor-in-chief, Christian
artin, to provide our Society with a high-quality scientiﬁc jour-
al appearing in both French and English to enhance the ﬂow of
deas and concepts between the French- and English-speaking ENT
ommunities [1].
On-line submission on two web-sites dedicated respec-
ively to English-speaking authors (http://www.ees.elsevier.
om/anorl/) and their francophone colleagues (http://www.ees.
lsevier.com/aforl/), creation of new sections, an anonymous
eer-review process, a translation service at no cost to the authors
or articles accepted by the reviewers, a deontology charter, advice
o authors and a web-site all combined to lay the foundations
f a two-language scientiﬁc journal dedicated to ENT, meeting
oth the standards of medical writing [2] and the challenge of
he on-going globalization of medicine. The solidity of these
oundations is testiﬁed to by a PubMed analysis performed on
ugust 1st, 2014, which found 340 published articles, well up on
he 244 articles appearing in the Annales d’Otolaryngologie et de
hirurgie Cervico-Faciale during the period September 2005 to
ecember 2009. Reading the articles, a very large number will be
ound to be of high scientiﬁc quality, especially the 96 published
s “original articles”. Despite all this, however, in 2014 our journal
as still not been accorded that touchstone of medical science, the
mpact factor, unlike 43 other reviews in the ﬁeld of ENT [3].
Set up by the Thomson Reuters Corporation, the Impact Factor
s to a journal what the H index is to an author. It is a recognized
nstrument for the assessment of a journal’s “visibility” and “rank”.
 journal can, indeed, survive and even prosper without Impact
actor, as this index does not directly measure scientiﬁc quality;
ut, without it, the publication will lack global status. The list, in
lphabetical order, of “impact-factored” journals is posted on the
nternet [3], every two years, in July-August, detailed in the Journal
itation Reports®.
In September 2014, in Philadelphia, we met  with Thomson
euters’ editors. They emphasized the editorial progress made
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.anorl.2014.11.002
879-7296/© 2015 Elsevier Masson SAS. All rights reserved.Fig. 1.
since their 2011 analysis and were especially interested by our
two-language format and close links with the world of la franco-
phonie: in 2014, we  became the ofﬁcial organ of the SIFORL (Société
Internationale Francophone ORL). After analysis of the 2013-2014
publication period, Thomson Reuters made the decision to inte-
grate our journal within its Journal Citation Reports® in order to
attribute its ﬁrst Impact Factor in July-August 2015. At the meeting,
the Thomson Reuters editors also stressed that publishing high-
quality original articles is critical to maintaining a good Impact
factor, and warned of the danger of self-citation. The PubMed anal-
ysis of the articles appearing in our columns since March 2010
highlighted the fact that original articles made up 28.2% of our
contents as a whole (96/340). These original articles came from
three sources: French university hospital centers (n = 71), non-
academic French health-care structures such as oncology centers
(n = 7) and health-care structures outside of France, but including
other French-speaking countries (n = 18). In the light of this, in order
to obtain our Impact Factor, keep it up and enhance it, our edito-
rial policy needs reorienting for the years to come. The editorial
board has been restructured. The number of case reports will be
reduced, to focus only on exceptional cases (with less than 15 cases
published worldwide in the PubMed data-base), while letters to
the editor, technical notes, updates, tropical diseases and original
articles are to be the growth sections.The interest shown by the Thomson Reuters Corporation for our
journal is the validation of the editorial work carried out over the
last few years and of the scientiﬁc quality of our Society. We  are at a
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rossroads. And it is up to all of us – reviewers, editors and authors,
laying as a team – to convert this try.
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